[image: image5.png]If surf king Dick Dale had fathered triplets at age 16, and if two subsequent Dale
generations had done the same and then settled in Edina, the
not-long-out-of-high-school members of Tiki Obmar could be Dale's
great-grandchildren. (If you think this segue is bad, wait'l you get to paragraph
seven.) Tik Ob (as they are known to fan-club members) might not be the
Southwestern suburbs’ most charismatic live performers, but there's good fun to be
had determining which sounds they're making on the spot and which are coming
from their laptop/fourth member. I especially liked how prerecorded, leaky-faucet
synth lines blurred with Chris Smalley's hyperclean guitar figures. I heard echoes
of Aphex Twin, Mouse on Mars, Tortoise, and well-tempered vacuum cleaners, but
the group's also some kind of budding jazz band, especially when drummer Brett
Bullion lets the computer keep time and uses his mid-rangey snare for
polyrhythmic accents.
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It makes senso that Graham Chapman, Chris Smally and Brett
Buillon have tastes that encompass Oval to Tori Amos-the gather-
ing of experimental techno, indiis rock and old-fashioned melancholy
on High School Confidential is extreme, even within inividual
songs. Its not uncommon for a snaro 100p to contract to mere
whispers seconds before catapulling into intense, teen angst-ilad
quitar chords. While such drastic changes of music and emotion
may raise skeptical eyebrows, Tiki Obmar somehow ensures that
all lements fit nto a single frame. Jenn Marston
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For a while now, Merck Records has been siently scraping up piles of
crtical praise, vith their label feature in XLRER manths back merely being
one example. Thanks to releases that constantly challenge and streddie the
line between fierce IDM and jawi-dropping Giitch-Hop, Merck has created a
recognizable identity that Is ready to emerge from beyond the fringes.
Enter thei latest release from Minneapolis based Tiki Obmar, a stunning
3-plece band bent on making IDM a live, In-the-flesh experiance. Friends
for years and playing together for almost as long, these dense, wide-eyed
incie-IDM compositions bare their souls and demonsirate ther Intricate,
detailed framework. Guitar originated sounds bounce and grind in with
will-school drum sensibilities and floaty touching pads. Essentially, Tiki
‘Obmar consist of muli-instrumentalists running live drums, bass, guitar,
and keys through samplers and efects, creating a sound ot unfamiliar fo
fans of Manitoba, Dntel, and Prefuse 73, but vith a more human, orgaic
quality, elevating them to another level. 'High School Confidential is their
testament to a refined approach to this ever-expanding genre, with unique.
aesthetics, deft arrangements, and mood-driven melodies that Merck
Records proudly showcases, and Tiki Obmar Is thelr latest dlamond In the.
rough. Look for thelr exclusive CH) appearance at the Friday evening
Spectre party with Black Box Recordert
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EVERYBODY WINS
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‘GENRE: DO ANDROIDS DREAM OF ELECTRIC BLEEPS?

What The Voters Say:"Call it what you will: live IDM,
laptop-enhanced lounge, or just a logical coming of age for
young men with prodigious jazz chops, thoroughly composted
imaginations, and no interest whatsoever in paying their
remaining dues to the preening, clue-deficient denizens of

yupster havens. One thing is apparent: The unbeatable

lightness of Tiki Obmar's musical bearing hinges on the fact

that they're strippers--at least in the focused, nuanced way

they peel off layer after layer of their intricate compositions so relentlessly that,
after a few minutes, you can almost see the individual electrons darting among
band members’ synapses.” --Rod Smith
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"Discovered" at Radio K's Breakfast Club high school band showcase, Tiki Obmar
tempt you to be impressed by their precocity alone. Unlike most Crossfaded/Jazz
Implosion acts--who are older jazz players finding new inspiration in the technology
and sensibilities of electronic and dance music--this trio of 18-year-olds are hitting
it straight out of the box. They're multi-instrumentalists running live drums, bass,
guitar, and keys through samplers and effects with a WARP records aesthetic and
tunes that move you with deft arrangements and mood-driven melodies.

--).G. Everest, musician; label co-owner, Firetrunk Records; promoter Groove
Garden, the Dinkytowner Café
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Brand New Heavies

Sur rock, metal, and shoulder-length hair: First Avenue's class of
2008

by Dylan Hicks

Back in the old country we have a saying of great sagacity
for which, sadly, there is no sufficient translation in English
A literal rendering goes something like this: For the making
of whoopee or the tanning of hides, five hours is but an
instant, but for the active consumption of live music, five
hours is 154 minutes overlong. This is why Bruce
Springsteen never opens for himself, and why I was among
the few people to arrive promptly at First Avenue's Best
New Bands of 2003 Showcase at 7:30 p.m. (okay, I was
five minutes late) on January 14 and stay until the last note
gave up the ghost shortly before 1:00 a.m.

As any jackhammer repairwoman can attest, the ears are
as fatigable as any other major part of the face or head
(and considerably more so than noses or hair). In light of
this fact, I may have reached a peak of listening pleasure
between 8:15 and 9:45 for physiological as much as
aesthetic reasons. In other words, after Tiki Obmar and
Zebulon Pike rocked or did rocklike things, I started to get
pretty tired.
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Tiki Obmar
e driver2165.comtikiobmar/

Merck Records

Minneapolis-based Tiki Obmar is a three-plece post rock band that s Intent on changing the
worlds perception of both instrumental indie rock and DM, On their debut record High School
‘Confidential with Mami’s stalviart electronic label M3rck Records, Tiki Obmar play their drums,
bass, and guitar in perfect harmony with their MPC bllp and Max/MSP glitch compositions.

1 a record that sounds amazingly full thanks to those electronic sounds that are on par with the.
best o intelligent dance music’s musicians, but also thanks to the beautifl bass tones that
‘Graham Chapman brings to the mix, Chiis Smalley's eplc sounding guitar chords, and most of all
the brillant drumming of Brett Bullion. There are only 7 tracks on High School Confidential, but
It's 60 minutes long, without resorting to the mindless meandering of much of the post rock
being produced today. That is to say they don't sound like they're Jamming so much as creating
an opus.

High School Confidential stars of with *Lilypadsa”, easily the most accessible track o the

record. It begins with a shimmering guitar Ioop on which they layer drums, bass gultar, and
MPC-work, until about midway through the track when It climaxes. But instead of layering on the overdrive on the guitar as their post rock
peers tend to do, Tiki Obmar gives you a beautifully Subtle chord progression to lsten to, vith clean guitars, expert drumming, and
cxceptionally pretty electronics. Its as If they trust you to be able Lo appreciate a climax without forcing It dovin your throat.. That track is
followied by *LillypadsB", a very pretty “encore” to the first lllypads track. They're similar enough, but based on completely different
ideas: one fast, one slow; one organized tightly, one loosely. "Bips" and *Adolescent Blues” are both fun numbers, a litle upbeat, slightly
danceable, and innately beautifl. The tempo starts to wind down a bit at *A Bench per Couple,” which leads to another amazing
bass-driven finale. The ttle track brings down the tempo even mare down to a slow groove, and the final track brings It down to 16
minute slowly bullding ambient plece, but even stll, High School Confidential Is surprisingly accessible to even the shortest of attention
spans.

Fans of Autechre willfind some of this record Interesting enough to lsten to, and fans of more melodic pop-based electronic acts like B.
Fleischmann and Manitoba will hear enough melody to keep them happy. Fars of post rock bands like GYIBE and Mogwal will enjoy the
absence of the tracitional song-based pop Structure and the inclusion o electronic with a definite acoustic and amplified core. s fast at
times, but not igidly formed. 1 slow at times but not meandering or wanky. It's always beautiful and emotional, but withaut being
weepy or “ema”. 1% an amazingly mature effort from one of the newer bands in the Minneapoli scene.
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